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dying that haunt some of the finest minds in Ireland,
should end in those incendiary bombs and executions
that are the usual vindications of military power,
and which translate their victims into the realm of
romance and glory for ever.
And yet there is another side to the whole question
which, though perhaps more prosaic, is even more tragic
still.   Behind the dreams of the Sinn Feiners and the
generous idealism of Casement, and the world-wide
Republican dream of Connolly, there was a substratum
of that kind of solid facts that are always the ground-
work of revolution.   Writing in the Daily News, I2th
June, Clara Moser (Hon. Sec. of the Housing Sub-
Committee of the Dublin Watch Committee) discusses
the rebuilding of the Sackville Street area.   She points
out that one important aspect of the case has been over-
looked.   ' It is usual/ she says,c to find the most filthy
areas behind and often surrounded by the best class of
property.  According to the report of the Departmental
Committee appointed by the Local Government Board
to inquire into housing conditions in Dublin, there were
in 1914, 37,552 persons occupying houses which were
fast approaching the state of being unfit for human
habitation, and 22,701 persons occupying houses unfit
for human habitation and incapable of being made so.
So long as these conditions are allowed to exist . . .
there will be bred in the minds of the inhabitants that
form of discontent which ends in desperation, and
which must always be expected to break out in ruinous
violence/   Can anyone who followed the course of the
Transport Workers' strike and the ruthless way it was
crushed by the starvation of three-quarters of the
population, wonder that such desperation should have
found an outlet in rebellion ?   It is impossible here to
do more than touch on the economic state of Ireland,
but if it was more realised in England people would